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SWARAJ SCHEME

But the spinning-wheel, Hindu-Muslim unity and removal of
untouchability are only means to an end. The end we do not
know. For me it is enough to know the means. Means and end
are convertible terms in my philosophy of life. But I have long
professed my conversion to the view pressed upon the public by
Babu Bhagwandas that the public must know the end, not vaguely
but precisely. They must know the full definition of swaraj, i.e.,
the scheme of swaraj which all India wants and must fight for.
Happily the Committee appointed by the All Parties Conference is
charged with that mission and let us hope that the Committee will
be able to produce a scheme that will be acceptable to all parties.
May I suggest for its consideration the following points?

I. The qualification for the franchise should be neither pro-
perty nor position but manual work, such for example as suggested
for the Congress franchise. Literary or property test has proved to
be elusive. Manual work gives an opportunity to all who wish
to take part in the Government and the well-being of the State.

2- The ruinous military expenditure should be curtailed to the
proportion necessary for protection of life and property in normal
times.

3.    Administration of justice should be cheapened and with
that end in view the final court of appeal should be not in London
but in Delhi.   Parties to civil suits must be compelled in the majority
of cases to refer their disputes to arbitration, the decisions of these
panchayats to be final except in cases of corruption or obvious mis-
application of law.   Multiplicity of intermediate courts should be
avoided.   Case law should be abolished and the general procedure
should be simplified.   We have slavishly followed the cumbrous
and worn-out English procedure.  The tendency in the Colonies is
to simplify the procedure so as to make it easy for litigants to plead
their own cases.

4.    Revenues from intoxicating liquors and drugs should be
abolished.

5.    Salaries of the civil and military service should be brought
down to a level compatible with the general condition of the country.

6.    There should be re-distribution of provinces on a linguistic
basis with as complete autonomy as possible for every province for
its internal administration and growth.

v   7*   Appointment of a commission to examine all the monopolies
and, subject to the findings of the commission,
to be given for all vested rights justly acquired.

